Sub-Theme: Collaboration for Optimal Use of Water Resources
Topic: TF5-Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships for Efficient Water Management

Background:
Efficient water management is a complex challenge that cuts across sectors, scales, and interests, making it impossible for Governments alone to manage water resources effectively. With diverse hydro-geographical conditions and competing water demands, multi-stakeholder partnerships (MSPs), which is a collaborative arrangement, have emerged as a viable approach for efficient, equitable, and sustainable water management in the country. Water systems are interconnected, involving multiple institutions across central, state, and local levels having fragmented responsibilities, limited capacity, and uneven access to water.  MSPs help align diverse interests, pool resources, and integrate local knowledge with technical expertise. They enable coordination among government bodies, local communities, private sector, civil society, knowledge institutions, academia and international agencies, ensuring integrated planning and effective implementation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Objective:
The session aims to:
· Facilitate Knowledge Exchange and Best Practices.
· Define Roles and Accountability Frameworks. 
· Identify Innovative Financing Mechanisms.
· Enhance Data Sharing and Technological Integration.
· Develop Strategies for Conflict Resolution and Equity: 

Expected Outcome:
· To formalize roadmap for collaboration.
· To compile curated collection of successful case studies and technical papers.
· To established network of cross-sector experts.
· To compile Policy Recommendation Paper: suggesting specific regulatory changes enabling private entities to invest in public water infrastructure safely and ethically.
· To facilitate implementation of Integrated Data Protocols, which would be commitment or a pilot agreement to use shared digital tools for water monitoring.
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